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REALESTATENOTES
IH*HD OUTOFCIT1

Investors and Buyers Thin]
Holders Are Afflicted

With Inflated Ideas

-ACTIVE INQUIRY, BUT
SALES ARE SMALLE1

Court Records Show Severa
Large and Interesting Deals,

but Sales for the Week
Were on Small Order.
Fairly Good Business

in Suburbs.

Tho real estato sltuation for th
past week waa a llttlo mlxed. Con
trary to expectatlon, the sales wer
not ul together as large aa tho wee
before, although tho Investors seeme
to be ns wllling as ever to conslde
any merltorlous proposltlon that cam
along, and all advertlsed auctlons wer
woll attended by what ,Beemod to b
eager bldders. Nevertheless, the totc
of sales both privato ami public wa
sonievvliat dlsappOIhtlng, and number
of well lald plnns to brlng pendtn
negotlatloiiH to a head and to clos
Up de;als that havo been on tho strln
falloei to itiaterlullze. The Inqulry a
tho pnrt of Investors an<l home-seeker
has been as pronounced as heretofor'
perhaps a llttle more so. but BOmohpl
the closlng up polnt seemed hard t
reach.

Inflated Ideim.
Being asked for an explanatlon o

thls State of affairs a well-known rea
estato agent sald: "I thfnk some o

tho agents and the newspapers hav
been making too much of the favorabb
fall openlng of the real estate buslness
and have been playlng the 'boostlng
act for a llttle more than there wa:

in lt.
"The result Is they have gotien the

Ideas of tho hoiders and would-bo aell
*rs of property ton much inflated. Or
to make the matter plainer. the seller.
have put the flgures jn the goodi tljej
havo to sell too hlgh, and the invftst
ors wlll not stand for It. Thero is t

plcnty of money lylng Idle In the
banks of Rlehmond ready to be ln
vested in real estate'. but the ownen
of thla money do not intend tn pay
more for property than lt Is worth.'
These few remarks of the real e-tate
rnan express a great deal. tjuite Ilkelj
he haa struck the keynote,

\ iirlnim Satlafnctory Sales.
The sales tor the week. which

amnunted tp conslderabiy less than
$100,000, so far as the records show
wero confined largely to small trans-
actlons. Ono sale whlch went to recorr
in the .middle ot tho week would prob¬
ably put the flgures beyond the $100,001
mark if tho real facts were known, but
the consideration named on the book<
of the clerk of tho court ts only $10
Of course, the money Involved is mucl:
more than that, for the deed show*
that John Kerr Branch was the pur¬
chaser of an entlre square of ground
bounde-d by Monument Avenue, Cedat
ond Roblnson Streets anel Park Avenue.
The ground, whlch is right at the

Jofferson Davis Monument, measures
300x300 feet. Mr. Branch ia reticent
as lo what he proposes to do wlth thls
splendld property, but the general lm-
pression ls that he intends to bulld
a magniflcent residence there. This
ttansaction may have been made sev¬
eral weeks ago, and only found Its
way to record the past week.
Another record whlch involves the

sum of 152,000 Is not included In the
estimate of tho past week's sales for
the reason that the actual deal waa
made before. Two deeds to William
C. Schmldt. one from R. E. V. Farrar.
and the other from E. Raab and Isi-
dore Strause, convey to Mr. Schmldt
the property at Franklin and Seventh
Streets, upon which Mr. Schmldt ls to
erect the temporary post-offlce for the
United States government. The con¬
tract between Mr. Schmldt and tho
government haa been signed, sealed
and dellvered, and lt ls undorstood
that the work on the post-offlce, ac¬
cordlng to the plans prepared by C. K.
Bryant and already outlined In The
Tlmes-D|ispatch, wlll be commeinced
within tho next month.

Smnll Order Trnnaac-Iona.
Wlth the exceptions noted above all

of tho sales reported and recorded
for the week were on the small order.
Charles A. Rose sold during tho

week, No. 202 Allen Avenue, for $3,400;
No. 805 North Twenty-thlrd Street, for
1900; No. 736 North Nlnth Street, for
$325, and No. 1023 West Leigh Street,
for $3,90.0. All of thls property was
bought by Investors.

J. Thompson Brown and Co. report
the sale of an eighty-foot lot on Vine
Etreet, near Main, at 919 a front' foot,
They also sold a house and lot on
Dooley Avenue, near Floyd, to O. J.
Pavls, for 12,750, also a brick store on
Park Avenue, for $3,000, and a 120-
foot lot on Broad Stroet, near High
Polnt Avenue, at $12 per front foot.

A. J. Chewning Company report the
following sales: Nos. 417 Cabell Street,
911 North Slxth Street, 1117 West
Leigh Street, 1210 St. Paul Stroet, 1322
Wost Mooro Street, and 3006 P. Street,
also several vacant lots.
N. W. Bowo & Son and Green & Redd

j-eport several very satisfactory sal-s,
but decllne to give partlculars. Mr.
Green, of the latter flrm, tells of an
auction sale on Churoh Hill durlng the
past week, whlch ho says was one of
the bost attended ho has had for a
long time, From thls he arg-toa that
Investors are watchlng the market
closoly, and they ayo surely not golng
to let any bargairo go by unnotlced.
Richeson & Crutchfleld report fairly
good buslness, with small sales aggro-
gatlng somethlng over $5,000. Doyer
& Ramsay sold about $3,000 worth of
vacant property, and Blanton & Purcoll
had deeds recorded that foot up nearly
$5,000. Many other. agenta report stit-
lsfactory small sales, but docllne to
give flgures and names.

/

Dolu_s lu the SiiliurliM.
The samo conditions which charac-

terlze the clty market prevall ln the
Buburbs. Thore have been somo good
sales ln Barton Helghts, Northsida,
HtBhland Park, Chestnut Hill and
Brookland Pu'rk. At loaat elght lots
changed hands .ln the lust-nnnied sub-
virb durlng the week. .

Tho real estate .agents In Manchester
* "**_._«Uhu*<i »"_"a_Ti77i _>__*».*

EVIDENCES OF PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY IN SMYTH COUNTY
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BUILDING NOTES;
SOffiTlG NEW

Only Concrete Residence East of
the Rockies Going Up in

Richmond.

GOOD OUTLOOK FOR WORKMEN

Rumors of Big Contracts Fill the
Air.Home Building Mania

Still On.

Builders and contractors are taking
an optimlstlc vlew of the general slt¬
uation, and well they may. for there
seems to bo no wcakenlng of the ma¬
nia for home buildlng in and around
thls clty. As stated before, most of
the men now engaged in erecting
houses are working on resldences, but
e, good deal of work on public and
business houses seems to be In sight.
Ground has been broken for the new

tdditlon to the Llbrary Buildlng, or.
the Capitol Square. and a large num¬
ber of workmen wlll soon be engaged
in runnlng up the walls of thls State
work, The Hlgh Schocl buildlng is
progresslng rapldly, and wlthln the
next few weeks ground wlll be broken
for the temporary post-offlce buildlng
at Seventh and Frankifti fitreets. Thls
wlll be a klnd of hurry Job when It
gets well under way, a'nd employment
wlll be ready for many worthy work¬
men.

A» <o nomo fliillilluK.
The alr ls full of rumors of magnlfl-

ccnt prlvate homes to be erected In
the western part of the city, around
about the Lee and Davis Monuments,
for Instance.
In the meantlme there has been no

cessatlon, and ls not likely to be any,
in the buildlng of small homes.- The
people in the city ana ln the suburbs
seem to have a regular and unquench
able buildlng fever. Nothlng but the
worst and harshest klnd of winter
weather can put a stop to lt, and If
that should come along at all, lt wlll
be several months yet before it gets
here ln sufflcient volume to head oft
the busy builders.

Sometblog Entlrely New.
Among the many buildlngs now go¬

lng up in and around Richmond,-the
most interesting is the flfteen-room
residence being erected at 814 West
Cary Street by Mr. Charles Gasser, a
well-known' paving and concrete con-
tractor. Mr. Gasser is putting up thls
dwelling for his own occupancy, and
more than the usual Interest attaches
to It because it is the flrst house of
its klnd to be erected ln Virginia. In¬
deed, it is sald to be the only residence
of its partlcular kind ever started east
of the Rocky Mountains. The resi¬
dence will have fifteen rooms, Includlng
two bathrooms.

It wlll be composed of a cellar ahd
two storles and the whole from roof
to cellar floor will be of concrete. It
was orlglnally Intended that not an
inch of wood should be used in its
construction, but at the earnest sollcl-
tatlon of hls wife, Mr. Gasser has
finally consented that two of tho llv¬
lng rooms on the second story shall
have hardwood coverlngs over e.ne con
crete floors. Wlth this exceptlon the
entire structure will be of concrete,
and nothlng else wlll show in lts con-
struotlon.

Altogether Concrete.
The walls, whlch are of monollthlc

concrete, are twelve inches thick, and
the floors are of reinforced concrete,
put ln on the Kahn system. The roof
ls also of concrete, as are the stair-
ways, porches and plllars and the bal-
cony above.
The buildlng ls now about .75 per

cent. completed, and ls attraoting the
attentlon of builders and contractors
generally. It is expected that lt wlll
be finished wlthln two months, and
Mr. Gasser'expects to be comfortably
ensconed ln lt before Christmas.

The Flrat of Ita Klnd.
There are many purely conorete

buildlngs in Californla, but even there,
where the vlrtues of concrete were
flrst appreclated. very few resldences
have been made entlrely of thls ma-
torlal, although the material ls exten¬
slvely used ln the construction of busi¬
ness houses, warerooms, etc. All the
resldences bullt of concrete ln Cali¬
fornla have wood floors, and the most
of them have wood stalrways, but wlth
the exceptlon of a wood coverlng to
the concrete floors in two rooms, as
before stated, tho Gasser homo will be
dovoid of any material other than
concrete.
Mr. Gasser thlnks concreta ls the

coming buildlng material. -He Is so
suro of it he has erected thls, hls home,
as a sample. Mr. Gasser has mado his
own devices for mouldlng hls walls,

fiorchos, oolumhs, stalrways, etc, and
io thlnks that he can yat lmprove on
the very satlsfactory system he has
devlsed.

Iluildlug at IloykiuN.
rBpecla! to Tho Tlmes-Dlsputch.]

BOYKXNS, VA. September 26.Boy-
klns coritlnues- to grow, several new
resldences golng up. Mr. Whlte Is
buildlng a brlok store nnd Mr. R. m,Knlght hns made auite an additlon tobia _t«r«.
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Sales of Primings Pretty Nearl
Over, and Regular Sales

to Begin.

GOOD PRICES EXPECTEl

All tlie Markets in Virginia an<

North Carolina Expect Good
Season.

Though at thls tlme there is noth
ing on the Richmond tobacco marke
but primings, they were actlve through
out last week, brlnglng, where wei
cured and handled, from $4 to i>>. Low
er grades were also in good demanc
considering quality.

It is estlmated that about 75,00
pounds was sold during tho week. Th
market wlll open for the regular dall;
sales in a short whlle. The dealer
have every reason to belleve that thi
wlll be one of the most successful sea
sons ln the hlstory of the buslness here
The crop is sald to be qulte as heav;
as that of last year, and the acreag<
much larger.

Kocky Mount Market.
[Speclal to The TImes-Dlepatch.l

ROCKY MOUNT. September 26..Wi
have had the heaviest sales of the sea
son thls week, averaging about 125,001
pounds per day, making a total of ovei
600,000 for the week, in spite of the
extreme dry weather. The quality oi
the offering ls not quite as good ai
last week. there being a larger pro-
portion of primings and low-grade tipi
of a nondescrlpt character. But fev.
wrappers or brlght leaf are showlng
up. When they appear they are eager-
Iy sought after. No pile on the floors
is being neglected.
The market has been very actlve,

¦with prices highly satlsfactory to the;
sellers, strengthening perceptibly to-
wards the close of the week, except
possibly the very common tip grades,
whlch are.a shade easler.

"
_

SOUTH BOSTON SALES LIGHT,
BUT EXPECT GOOD SEASON

[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]
SOUTH BOSTON, VA., September 26.

".The leaf tobacco sales have been
rather light durlng the past week,
about 250 pounds having been sold at
an average of 10 cents a pound. Thls
market hopes to sell 20,000,000 pounds
this year. South Boston is a lively to¬
bacco market, and usually gets her
shares of the weed whenever lt ls
ready for the market, havlng the repu¬
tation of always paylng hlghest prices,
and. most commodlous warehouses from
wliich to sell.

It is interesting to note that tha
1907 crop shows an Increase of 2.29
over 1906.

1907 Crop.Leaf, 13,094,845 pounds;
average. $11.26.$1,475,565.06. Prim¬
ings. 273,666 pounds; average, $3.92.$10,733.68. Scrap, 476,234 pounds; ave-
rage,"$3.02.$14,287.02. Total, 13,844,744pounds; average, $10.84.$1,500,585.76.

Total sales for 1906.13.866,917
pounds; average, $8.55.$1,185,753.19.Total increase pald out to planters
ror 1907 crop over $106.$314,832.57.
FARMVLLLE SOON TO MAVK

SALES OF -tlUGUX TOBACCO
fSpeolal to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

FARMVILLE, VA. September 26..The
brlght tobacco market wlll open for the
tlrst tlme ln Farmvllle on the 15th day otOctober. Already buyers have Indicatedtheir Intentton of comlng- here for thls class
of tobacco, and lt Is sald that oompetltlonwll! be lively. Tho Farmvllle Board ofTrado has arranged a number of premrums
amountlng to several hundred dollara, fortho best brlght tobacco offered for sale hero
on tha 27th day of October

Quantltles of prlmlngs ara stlll being- soldhere, and the prlcos contlnue hlgh. No newtobacco hns beon olfared. But one barn oftobacco has _een reported burned durlngthe present curlng season. Thls was onoBelonglng to Rev. J. L. Lancaster at "Roch¬elle " near Farmvllle. It contalned 8,000pounds of the weed, and tho loss was com¬plete, wlthout any Insurance.
LAHGER IlECI.lI'TsToF LOOSE

ON THE DANVILLB MAllKET
-

[Special to Tho Tlmes-DlsDatch.!DANVILLB, VA. Septembor 26..The
loose recelpts at the warehouses hayebeen larger this week than for anyweek for several months past, but stlll
comparatively llght. As the crop la
now all cut and housed recelpts are
expected to iiyoreas'o materlally weekly.
The prlmlngs are' now about all sold.
There Is being sold now somo good,
heavy-bodled, rlpe, mahogany fillers
u.rut luua that indlnu-a a vory. ttuod

crop. Very few wrappers have ap¬
peared yet.
The weather for giving body to the

late tobacco and for cirlng for the paat
several weeks has been as good as could
be deslred. As has already been pre-
dlcted, the crop wlll be for the most
part darker ln color than last season,
especlally the late tobacco.

Prices have started off on an equally
high level wlth Iast year, and no doubt
are sufflclently satlsfactory to the
farmers to Induce them to market the
crop early and rapldly ln the old belt,
as is being done in the eaat and south.
Redrled tobaccos are qulte actlve, both
old and new. The stocks of old are

very small indeed.

OFFEHIXCS LIGHT AS YET
ON TIIE LYNCIIUUKG MARKET

[Special to The Times-Dlspatch.] /
LYNCHBURG, VA., September 26..

The offerings of tobacco on the Lynoh¬
burg market contlnue llght, and except
a few small loads of new.tobacco were
all of primings. The quality and con¬
ditlon were about as for the past sev¬
eral weeks. and prices on all grades
were rather hlgher. The new tobacco
offered was of the medium grade, and
for the quality and condltlon of the
tobacco offered, prices were satlsfac¬
tory to the planters. There ls but a

small portlon .of the tobacco now in
the field, and a large portlon of that
Will be housed thls week.
Sales of loose tobacco on the Lynch¬

burg market for the two weeks ending
September 25, 1908:
Sold week ending September
ISth . 160,700

Sold week ending September
25th ,.l,. 164,100

Increase week ending Septem¬
ber 25th. 13,400

Sold from August 17, 1908, to
September 25. 1908 .1,276,900

Sold from September 1, 1907,
to September 25, 1907. 437,300

Increase for 190S . 839,600

Petersburg Tobacco Market.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

PETERSBURG. VA. September 26..
With last vear'os crop exhausted and
the new crop not qulte ready for mar¬
ket the sales of loose tobacco at the
warehouse thls week were very llght.
with little on which to base accurate
quotatlons. A few primings are com¬

lng in and are selling at $2.50 to $C
as to grade. Most of the tobacco in
this sectlon haa been housed, but for
lack of a season for handling nona
above the grade of prlmlngs has been
brought to market. The new crop 19
represented to be 25 per cent. larger
thls year than Iast, and of much flner
quality the proportlon of the flner
grades' being much greater than the
crop of last year ylelded. The market
hero will be formally opened on the
7th of October, and dealers and plant¬
ers expect actlve blddlng? and good
prices. \

Good Sales at Bcdford Clty.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

BEDFORD CITY, September 26..The
only offerings yet of the.new tobacco
crop are primings, of whlch thero has
been a good average as to quality and
quantity. The prices should be vory
satlsfactory to the planter, as they
have ranged at high flgures for thls

grade. On Friday a lot brought $6 a

hundred, probably the hlghest prlce
in the history of thls market. If
weather conditions are favora,ble the
marketing of better grades will begln
about tho lst of October. %

LUMBER MILLS STARTING UP
Many Mills Increns'.n? Forces and to Bon

* at Full Capaclty.
[Speclal to The Tlrites-Dlspatoh.]

FR3SELINO, VA., September 26..Local
conditions In lumber clrcles are lrpprovlng.
and by tho flrst of November aeveral mills
wlll be runnlng at their full capaclty. and

glvlng employment to many hands who
hive been practlcally out ot Jobs for many
m

Tlio "whlttaker Brothers, who own and
operate a mlll. have puroha_-od a largo
be.dy of valuable tlmber ln Cumborland
Mountaln, from Nelson Llpps, and wlll
cemmonce operatlons at once.

The Currler Lumber Company, whose
hoadquarters are at Glamorgan, Va., wlll
begln operatlons on a large acale In the
uinier end of this (Dlckenson) oounty, by
tho lst of November. .Thla company
orerates about twenty mlles of rallroad,
atid wlll soon extend their llne-Into this
county in ordor to havo shlpping faollttles
for tholr products..-- ¦..'.'
J G. McFall, a logglngman of long ex¬

perlence, of thls place, has Just closed a

contract wlth thls flrm to dellver logs to
tholr mills. Tho Job he has oontraotcd
wlll requlre from two to three years for
ccnipletlon. Thls company has conslderabla
holdings ln thls county, and several years
wlll be roeiulrod to manufacturo tholr stutT.

Improvciiientis nt Fnllw Churoh.
FALLS CHURCH, VA. September 26.

.The XV., A. and F. C. Hloctric Rallroad
Company has purchased flve acres of
land at Lacey Statlon, near hero, on
which wlll be erected a car burn and
substatlon,
Dr. R. J. Yates hus moved hls famlly

to Del Ray, Alexandrla county, where
he will praotioe medicine.
Chrls Arnold has commencad tha

erection of a resldenos at Robey Stu-
tlon. on tht W.. A- »8d F. C. ;5leotrioiio»*- -,Xi

OnilK TIMBER
L

Is Believed That Southern Rail
way Will Enter Kentucky's

, Rich Fields.

HEAVY INVESTMENTS MADE

One Corporation Has Already Ac
quired Control of 100,000

Acres of Land.

[Speclal to Tbe Times-Dlspatch.]
BALTIMORE, September 25..Heav;

investments ln coal and tlmber land
in Southeastern Kentucky are regard
ed, accordlng to special correspondenc
in thls week's Issue. of the Manufac
turers' Record, as" the forerunners o
rallroad extenslon Into one of the rich
est undeveloped sectlons of the South
One corporatlon has already acqulree
control of probably 100,000 acres it
the centre of the fleld. and durlng thi
past week Ohio men purchased a trac
of 5,500 acres In Harlan county.

Several years ago the Southern Roll
way purchased rights of way for a rail
road extenslon from Mlddlesboro inte
Harlan county coal Hejds. Work upot
the line never went beyond the Inltla
stages, but -the route is regarded as 1
loglcal one for any rallroad extensloi
that may be nndertaken. In Claj
county, whlch, llke Harlan, lacks rall¬
road facilitles, Southern investors have
been acqulrlng land, and now hold ar
aggregate of about 100,000 acres.

Fleldn Develop.
Some coal fields ln Southeastern

Kentucky have rapldly developed dur¬
lng the past few years, but the dev-.l-
oped acreage i« small as compared with
tho tracts still wlthout transportatlon
facilitles. Along the Cumberland Val¬
ley divlslon of the Louisville and Nash¬
ville Rallroad, in the countles of Laurel,
Whltley, Knox and Bell, probably fifty
new mining operatlons have been
started during the past two years.
Tho coal deposits are reached by

short lateral extenslons from the maln
line, and in the four countles close to
2,000,000 tons of coal wero produced
last year, although the fleld has scarce-

ly been scratched. The scope of ac¬
tivity has been conslderably wldened
durlng..the past year by the extension
of tha Cumberland Rstilroad from Bar-
boursvllle, JCy., through sectlons of
Knox, Bell and 'Whitley countles. Tho
line, not yet completed, has opened up
1 large coal acreage to the South.

.Veii- Cement Plant.
Suggestlve of the tendency In the

South to utlllze its various mlneral
..esources In Industry is the announce¬
ment of plans by a $500,000 company
:o establish on thirty acres of land
lear San Antonlo, Texas, a Portland
:oment plant, capable of turnlng out
1,000 barrols ot cement dally,
The buildlngs will be fireproof and

of steel and corrugated Iron. An in-
tereBtlng undertaktng ls the develop¬
ment of a whetstone quarry on Burnt
Mountaln, near Jasper, Ga,, to have a

capaclty of 1,000 hones a day, At Co¬
lumbia, S. C, wjll be erected a fertl-
Uzer factory, wlth a main building
300 by 75 feet, and an annual output of
10,000 or 15,000 tons.
In toxtlles tho week wns marked by

innouncements that a mlll at Lagrange,
Ga. ,wlll spend botween $400,000 and
$600,000 upon nnother plant, to be
squlpped wlth 10,368 rlng spindles, 133
looms, 57 cards, etc, using electrlc
power, and to manufacture heavy duck
ind carpet yarns; that a mlll at Spar-
tanburg has awarded contract for
10,000 spindles and 350 looms addi¬
tlonal, and that a mlll at Shelby, N.
_., is to have another buildlng to ac-
:ommodato 9,000 spindles.

UAKK 1.0WKII IIATES FOU
FltlillOIIT FROM -«ACIFIO POINTS

SAN FRANCISCO, CAI., September
!6..Seven trttnsntlantlc stenmshlp
tomprinles and threo llnes operating on
he Paciflc havo concluded a tariff
tgreemont for the other Paclflo coast
lolnts to Europe by way of the Isth-
r.iis nf Tehuantepeo. accordlng to un
.nnouneement mado here and etonf Irmod
>y A. M. Sutton, general agent Qf the
imerlcan-Hnwallan Steamship Com-<
iapy. ln competltion wlth tho trans-
ontlnontal rallroad, a schedule- of
ates front 15 to 30 per cent' lower
han those previously in forco'has been
nado, Frelght from tbe Paoltlo coast
s to be diatrlbutod at European, pp'rts-
«. ./a-tv.ttv<. /tu-um, »r)

Frank Carpentcr Visits Great
Mines of De Becrs Co., Wliich
Prodtice $25,000,000 a Year.

HOW DIAMONDS ARE FOUND

Great Syndicate Managcd by
Amcricans.A Look at the

Great Kimberley Pipe.
BY KIIA.M. C. CARPENTER.

Kimberley.
Kimberley ls the Lord's greatest

treasuro vuult. Stored away here ln
flve mighty plpes of hard rock. golngdown no one knows how deep into tho
earth, Is a blue clay sprlnkled wlth
dlamonds. Already more than $500,-000.000 worth of preclous stones have
been taken from them, and there are
stlll hundreds of mlllions in sight. For
many years the sales have amounted
to from $20,000,000 to $30,000,000, and
there are to-day lylng out here ln the
open fields, still mlxed with this clay,
dlamonds which would havo set
Aladdln craay or .made coveteo_3 the
heart of Slnbad the Sallor.

The llliiiniiiMl Capltnl.
These mlnes lie rlirht close to Kim¬

berley. They form a necklace around
lt, and that, one of the most valuahla
necklaces on earth. The necklace is
decorated anew every year with.$35-,-000,000 worth of brilllants. whlch are
taken from these mines. They are
allowed to blaze awny for a few
months under the Afrlcan sun, and aro

. then shlpped off to dazzle the draw-
ing-rooms of all' parts of the globe.
The town ls a strange one to be the

capital of such wealth. It has no
palaces, nor skyscrapers, and, llke the
Jewels of Portla, lts treasures are keptin caskets of load. The offlces of the
diamond trust themselves are no bet¬
ter than many a 6x9 factory ln the
United States, and a few thousand
dollars would equal the cost ot any
qulldlng lnslde the town. The most
of the houses aro bungalows of brlck,
roofed with ealvanlzed iron. Theyall have wlde porches about them.
and many have gardens filled wlth
beautiful flowers. The clty has wlde
streets and amusement grounds. It has
a theatre, churches and hotels. Its
stores are large and its buslnoss ls
good. The city ls llghted by electricity
and lt has all tho modern Improve¬
ments. The water comes from the
Vaal River, which is seventeen miles
away.
A iilrd'N Eye Vlew of the aiinea.
All of the mlnes are wlthln a. rlfle

shot of the centre ot Kimberley. If
we climb to the top of the hlgherbuildlngs we may see the skeletona
of the washing machines on everyslde and between them the vast
weatherlng lloors where the preclousearth contalnlng the brilllants is al¬
lowed to lay and melt. Wovlng to
them, from the mines, are great lines
of what, in the dlstance, seem to be
ants. They are marchlng In slngleflle and are raclng wlth one another
as they pass to and fro. Now take
your glass and you wlll see that each
ant is a steel car filled with diamond-
iferous earth, and that it is Uyingalong under a wire cable from the
mlnes to the fields. These fields are
called floors. Every mlne has Its own
floor, and in every dlrectlon you can
see the cars moving. The black
pygmles who are handling the cars
are the natlves, and the. whlte ones
on the outside are tho guards to see
that the blacks do not steal as theywork. yNow- turn your glass agaln to the
mines. About each ls a mighty plt
dug out ot the earth. That is the
openlng of the mlne,'the wide basin,
where tho earth has been cut away
untll tho great rock pipe, whlch con¬
talns the blue clay and the dlamonds,
ls found.

l'lyea of Dliuiioudn.
Untli theso Kimberley mlnes were

discovered, all the dlamonds found
were plcked up out of gravel whlch
lay on or near the surface of the
oarth. The Indlan dlamonds, among
which were the Kohlnoor. the Groat
Mogul, the Regent and tho Orloff, came
from alluvlal washlngs composed of a
mlxture of broken sandstone, quartz,
Jaspar. fllnt and granlte. The doposlt
was about -twenty feet thlck and was
covered by a few feet of black cotton
soll. It lay near the bed of a rlver
In Indla, not far from Golcondn; whlch
was tho chief city to which the dla¬
monds were taken'nnd sold. The dla¬
monds of Brazil were flrst discovered
ln 172S. Thoy were found ln doposlts
of clay, quartz, pebbles and sand,
bitrled under about thirty feet of
other earth. They lay ulongr the banks
of rlvers and ln u fow cases wero im-
bedded In sandstone, It was the same
wlth the dlamonds of Borneo, of
Ilrltish Gulnna. Australia nnd Cullfor-
iilu, anel also of those whlch were flrst
discovered along tho Vaal Rlver near
here ln South Afrlca.

It ls now over fortv years slnco tne
flrst Afrlcnn dlomand was found. A nutn
named O'Rellly.not the one who ran
tho hotel, but John O'Rellly, tho
hunter..made the first diamond dis¬
covery. It was when he was stopping
ovor nlght wlth n Boor farmer not fnr
off from Kimberley. Durlng tho eve¬
nlng he saw tho chiltlrou playlng wlth
some beautiful pebbjos. Ho admlred
tho stonos and took some homo wlth
hlm. To hls surprlso he found ono
would cut glass, nnd upon showlng lt
to a Jeweler lie was told that. it waa
a diamond and worth $2,500.
Two years after that another blK

Btone wns discovered by a Hottentor.
who traded lt to thls samo Boer farmer
for »a,000. The Boer sold tt to. 'a dla-
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GREAT ACTIVITY
IN SMYTH CUUHTY

The Queen of the Great Ap-
: palachian Region of

Old Virginia.
STRICTI.Y VIRGINIAN
.VAST NATURAL RICHES

Marion, the County Seat, a Wide-
Awake Town That Has a Mag-
nificent Future . Splendid
School Advantages.Warm
Hearted and Hospitable

Peopic.
BY Flbl.VK S. WOODSOST,

IndiiHtrlnl Editor.
MARION', VA. September 26..There

may be countles ln Vlrglnla that, on
nn actual show-down, can surpass the
county of Smyth in natural resources.
educatlonal anel rell-rious advantages.
progresslve Ideas and jndustrlal hustle.
but I strongly doubt It, especlally as
regards tbo natural resources.
A most interesting llttle booklet.

comptled by Mr. John P. Sheffoy, sets
forth the fact that there are less than
a hundred forelgn-born whlto cltbsemj
ln the county, and less thnn a thousand
negroes. Therefore, It may be sald
tliat Smyth Is strlctly a Vlrglnla coun¬
ty, so far as the populatlon is con-
cerned. Mr. Sheffey tells me that tho
large majorlty. of tho poople of the
county are of pure Amerlcan stock.
being descendants of thoso hardy pion-
eers who sought their fortunes west
of the Blue Rldge and established the
character of that civlllzation whose
spirlt turned the tide of war at KIng's
Mountain. in the dark days of the
Revolution, and opened up for Anglo-
Saxon sottlement the great terrltory
formerly altogether, and now partly,
embraced wlthln the borders of West¬
ern and Southwestern Virginia.

Kiirinr.N ln War and Peace.
These people have played a credlt-

able part both In the trylng and excit¬
lng scenes of war and the quiet oceu-
patlons of peace. General "William
Campbell, whose bone3 lie In the soll
of thls county, was the leader In Revo-
lutlonary tlmes. and carrled from the
terrltory which Is now Smytb county a
band of sturdy men. who helped to
turn the tide at King's Mountaln and
Gullford Courthouse.

In the War botween the States, al¬
though a majorlty of the people were
vlolently opposed to secesslon. when
Vlrglnla dld secede, thoy followed the
standard of the Old Domlnlon md
elght companles, making a total of
nearly a thousand men, went td the
front from the hllls and mountalnsides
and valleys of Smyth county. Whon
defeat and peace came at last, the mon
of thls county returned to their homo3
and devoted themselves wlth zeal ba-
comlng brave soldlers to the buildlng
up of their weakened fortunes. Agrl¬
culture and stock-raising were then
and are now the main dependence of a
majorlty of the people, but the pastdecnde and a half has brought a re-
markable increase ln manufacturing.lndustrlal and flnanclal interests.whlch bid fair to make the county. oneof the leaders In these lines in the
great Southwest, If not the leader.It Is of these thlngs I wish to speaklater on, and at some time in the nearfuture I will tell of them-more in de-tall than I can ln thls speclal letter.

Formatlon of a Great Connty.Smyth. county is about twenty-twomlles wide from east to west and
twenty-eight mlles long from north to
south. The county conslsts of long and
comparatively narrow valleys, divided
by mountain ranges, and opening out
in certaln portlons into the rolling
farm laods and fertlle rlver bottoms,
whlch are the delight ot the ngrlcul-
turlst, and unsurpassed for the produc¬
tlon of every grain and vegetabie
necessary for man. Here the far-faraed
blue grass grows spontaneously from
.the soll, supplying durlng the greater
portion of the year the meat-producing
clements for the growlng of the finest
export cattle in America, as weU aa
for the grazlng of horses, sheep and
other domestic animals.
The Brushy Mountain, cons-ltutlng

the northern boundary of the county,
and separatlng tt from Tazewell, rises
to from 4,000 to 4,500 feet above tha
sea level, while the Iron Mountain,
constitutlng lts southern boundary, and
separatlng lt from Grayson county,
rlses In its White Top and Balsam
peaks to the magnificent helght of 6,648
and 6,720 feet, respectlvely,
The county la conveniently divided

into three maglsterlal distrlcts.tha
northern, or Rlch Valley Dlstrict; the
middle. or Marion District, and the
southern, or St. Clair Dlstrict. These
three subdlvlslons represent the threa
great geologleal or mlneral, as well
as the three1 great agricultural belts ot
the county; three or more soparate
systems of dralnage, and three systems
of forestry, differing in character,

The Threo Subdlvlalona.
The Rich Valley Dlstrict comprla.i

all that terrltory lylng between the
tops of Brushy and Walker's Moun¬
tains; the Marion Dlstrict all that ter¬
rltory lying between the tops ot
Walker's Mountain on the north and
Rye Valley Mountaln and Chestnut
Rldge on the south; and the St. Clair
Dlstrict all that terrltory lying between
Rye Valley Mountaln and Chestnut
Rldge on the north and the top of Iron
Mountaln on tho south. These three
dlvlslons are dralned respectlvely by
the North. Middle and South Forks of
Holston Rlver, hil streams of consld-
erablo size, furnlshlng excellent water
power for all sorts of manufacturing
enterprise- and iendlng to the land-
scape in 'tholr wlndlngs through the
uncertaln country, wlth lts bordertng
ot mountains, a beauty unrlvaled. Bold
springs and smaller streams abound on

every hand, and lt ls doubtful lf ln
America can be found a more abund-
antlv watered sectlon of country. There
ls hardly a boundary of 100 acres ln
tho county whlch ls not well supplled
wlth springs or runnlng streams.

Centre of.u Favored Sectlou.
Tho wonderful de%'elopment of the

i-osouroes of Appalachian Vlrglnla dur¬
ing the-past few yoars, fevoaltng to

some- extent the richneas of the soll.
the wealth of forest and mounlarn,
\ud tho sultnblllty of tho country to
the Increasing needs' of clvM-atlon. ls
aut an tndtcatlon of ..the.fulfllment of
.omntodore Maury's -prophecy, that
wa would be eventually the moat
jrosperous and thlckly-settled »*ctl01*
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